The effect of immediately preoperative adjuvant radiotherapy in the surgical treatment of primary cutaneous malignant melanoma.
A historical series of patients with primary cutaneous malignant melanoma is reviewed. These patients had been treated with a single therapeutic dose of irradiation to the tumour and surrounding skin immediately before surgical excision. Some patients had also received a single necrotising dose of radiotherapy to the tumour itself. Recurrence and survival rates have been examined retrospectively in the light of reviewed histology, and compared with other published series. Preoperative radiotherapy was found to have no significant influence on the outcome of surgical treatment of primary malignant melanoma.